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Meet the Finalists!
The Daviess County Public Schools met

Thursday, March 8, to review applications

for the position of Superintendent and 

recommendations of the Superintendent

Search Screening Committee. The Board

has announced three finalists for this 

position, which will become available on

July 1, 2017, upon the retirement of 

current superintendent Owens Saylor.

Finalists are Casey Allen, Travis Hamby

and Matt Robbins.

A series of “Meet and Greet” 

public receptions are planned from 4 to 5 p.m.

Monday through Wednesday, March 13-15, 

at the DCPS Central Office. Parents, families,

members of the community and district/school staff are 

invited to attend. Light refreshments will be served. 

The finalists will also tour the district and community

prior to the reception. The visits will conclude with 

interviews with the Board of Education. The schedule is

as follows:

Monday, March 13 – Casey Allen

Casey Allen is the superintendent of Ballard County 

Public Schools, where his responsibilities include 

evaluating and mentoring school leaders in a district with

1,200 students and 230 staff members, and managing a

budget of approximately $14 million. Under his 

leadership, the Ballard County school district was named

a 2016 District of Distinction and was awarded the 2015

PEAK Award (Public Education Achieves in Kentucky)

from the Kentucky School Boards Association for 

enhancing student achievement. Before assuming his 

current role, Allen served Ballard County Schools as 

instructional supervisor from 2010-2012 and as a middle

school principal from 2003-2010. He began his career in

education in 1998 as a social studies teacher at Paducah

Tilghman High School, then taught language arts from

1999 to 2003 at Paducah Middle School and Heath High

School. He earned a bachelor of arts degree in English

from the University of Kentucky and received his teaching

certification, school administration and Rank I from 

Murray State University, where he is working toward a

doctor of education degree, with an anticipated 

completion date of December 2017.

Tuesday, March 14 – Jason Travis Hamby

Travis Hamby is the superintendent of Trigg County 

Public Schools, where his responsibilities include 

developing strategic priorities and action plans and 

providing oversight and management of the school district
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of approximately 2,000 students and a staff of 

approximately 350, managing a budget of $24.7 million.

Under his leadership, Trigg County has enrolled in the

University of Kentucky’s Next Generation Leadership

Academy. He has also led reform efforts that resulted in

significant increases in student academic achievement and

restructured the district’s reading program to implement

core, supplemental and intervention programs. Prior to

being named superintendent in Trigg County in 2010,

Hamby served as the district’s assistant superintendent of

operations and personnel. Before that, he was the principal

at South Todd Elementary School in Todd County Public

Schools, where he had previously served as assistant 

principal at Todd County Middle School. Hamby began

his career in education as a mathematics teacher at 

Hopkins County Central High School in 1997. He earned

his school administration/superintendent certification at

Murray State University in 2004. Hamby also earned 

his school administration/principal certification and a

bachelor of science degree in mathematics from MSU.

Wednesday, March 15 – J. Matthew Robbins 

Matt Robbins is the current assistant superintendent for 

finance and operations at the Daviess County Public

Schools district, overseeing a budget of $142.7 million in

a district of 11,790 students and 2,300 staff members. His

responsibilities have included hiring and mentoring key

district-level directors, implementing the DCPS eLearning

initiative and overseeing district facilities plans. Robbins

has had direct involvement with the district’s Graduation

2010, Community Campus, Great Expectations and 

College-Career Readiness initiatives; and was responsible

for the implementation of the School Safety and Healthy

Schools Programs initiatives. Under his leadership, 

the district’s finance, facilities, food services and

transportation departments have earned “exemplary” 

ratings from the Kentucky Department of Education. 

Robbins served as senior accountant at Riney, Hancock &

Co. CPAs from 1993-96 before joining the Owensboro

Public Schools district as assistant superintendent for 

finance and maintenance in 1997. Since joining DCPS,

Robbins has served as accounting manager, business 

manager and director of finance, in addition to his current

role. Robbins earned a master’s degree in education 

administration and superintendent endorsement from the

University of Louisville in 2012. He also has a bachelor of

science degree from the University of Kentucky. 

The Board of Education reviewed the 17 applications 

received for the position of DCPS Superintendent before

determining these finalists. “We appreciate all those who

have demonstrated interest in our district and the hard

work of our Screening Committee,” said Board chairman

Mike Clark. “The Daviess County Public Schools district

has an outstanding reputation for success and we are

pleased at the quality of the candidates who applied for

this position. We are looking forward to the interview

process, giving us an opportunity to learn more about

these individuals’ vision for the future, which we believe

will guide our decision in selecting the next leader of our

district.”

The DCPS Board of Education anticipates announcing the

new superintendent at a special meeting at 4:30 p.m. 

Monday, March 20, at the DCPS Central Office. This

meeting will be open to the public and everyone is invited

to attend. 

Meet the Finalists!

Meet and Greet

Reception Schedule
Casey Allen

4 to 5 p.m. Monday, March 13

Travis Hamby

4 to 5 p.m. Tuesday, March 14

Matt Robbins

4 to 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 15

DCPS Central Office

1622 Southeastern Parkway

Everyone Welcome!
DCPS staff members, parents, families 

and members of our community are encouraged 

to attend these receptions to meet 

the finalist candidates for the position of 

DCPS Superintendent.

Light refreshments will be served.

For more information, write to 

contact@dcps.org 



Let Your Voice Be Heard! 

It’s Time to TELL Kentucky!
The TELL Kentucky survey is designed to gather input

from teachers, counselors, principals and other 

administrators who have the best understanding of 

working conditions in Kentucky schools. The biennial

web-based survey is voluntary, anonymous and 

confidential, and includes questions on the following 

topics: 

n Community engagement and support

n Teacher leadership

n School leadership

n Managing student conduct

n Use of time

n Professional development

n Facilities and resources

n Instructional practices and support

n New teacher support 

DC-KEA representatives are in the process of distributing

access codes to all certified staff members at each 

building. These individualized codes are distributed at

random and cannot be replicated because we don’t know

what it is. This is done to ensure the confidentiality of

your response. If you have not received a code, please see

your building representative. If you received a code but

have misplaced it, contact the TELL KY helpline at 

1-888-280-7903 (7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays) or by

email at helpdesk@tellkentucky.org

This survey is for certified staff members only. Your 

participation is important and appreciated; responses will

help guide professional learning at the school, district and

state levels. 

Click HERE to complete the survey or copy and paste

this link into your browser:

https://tellkentucky.org/surveyko/index 

DCPS Customer Service Survey
We Want To Hear From You!

March is Customer Service Month in the Daviess

County Public Schools district. We are committed to

providing outstanding service to our students, their

families and our fellow staff members.

We would  appreciate your feedback in taking a brief

survey that will help us determine how we may 

improve our service. Please click HERE or copy and

paste the link below into your browser. We appreciate

your time and value your opinion! 

The survey will remain open until April 30. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LNZFWYG   

https://tellkentucky.org/surveyko/index
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LNZFWYG


Maintenance and Construction Update
This monthly report is provided by

David Shutt, DCPS director of 

facilities and plant operations. His

staff remains committed to ensuring

safe, comfortable and attractive 

environments for teaching and 

learning.

Construction Report
Tamarack Elementary School 

Materials are on order to complete the

transition area where existing and new canopies intersect,

with work expected to be completed by the end of the

month.

Summer 2017 Projects

Pre-bid meetings were held last week for the Meadow

Lands Elementary School and College View Middle

School HVAC and the Secure Entries projects. The bid

openings for both these projects are scheduled for 2 p.m.

Tuesday, March 14.

Security Camera Project

The majority of the cameras and associated hardware have

been installed at Apollo High School and Daviess County

High School. Samsung engineers began server 

configurations last Wednesday, and these two schools

should be online by the end of the week.

DPES Preschool Playground

The preschool department has secured funding and 

planning has begun for a preschool playground renovation

at Deer Park Elementary School.

Athletic Facilities
DCHS and AHS Track and Field

Preliminary designs are currently being reviewed for track

and football field renovations at both Apollo and Daviess

County high school sites. 

AHS Practice Fields

Renovation work has begun on the practice football and

girls’ soccer fields at Apollo High School. The fields have

been sprayed to kill off cool-season grasses. These fields

will next be re-crowned for proper drainage and sprigged

with Bermuda grass. Weather permitting, these fields 

will be released for use by our student-athletes in 

mid-summer.

David Shutt

Reading is Fun at East View!
East View Elementary School celebrated “Read Across 

America” day, which commemorates the birthday of children’s

author Dr. Seuss, by inviting members of our community to

visit the school to read to students. School staff members also

participated in the festivities. Pictured at left are assistant 

principal Brandon Brooks, teacher assistant Sherri Rather and

principal Sonya Simpson dressed as Thing 2, The Cat in the Hat

and Thing 1. Below, members of the Kentucky Mavericks 

basketball team read a Dr. Seuss classic to children.



These weekly Healthy Lifestyle Tips are sponsored by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Healthy Lifestyle Tip

Nominations are now being accepted for our fifth 

annual Great Expectations Awards! Deadline to submit

nominations for Customer Service and Office Support

Awards is May 1.

To nominate an outstanding member of our support 

services team, click HERE for nomination form.

The DCPS Customer Service and Office Professional

nomination consists of responses to three questions:

1) What are the unique qualities that make this 

individual worthy of being recognized for outstanding

Customer Service or as an outstanding Office 

Professional at your DCPS school or site? 

2) How does this individual model and support 

“Great Expectations”?

3) What else would you like the selection committee to 

know about your nominee?

We invite everyone to take time to nominate 

deserving colleagues for these awards! 

See Something? 

Say Something!
The safety and security of our students, staff and schools

is our highest priority. We want to remind everyone about

the availability of an anonymous online system to report

bullying, weapons, drugs or any unsafe behaviors. 

(Emergencies should always be reported by calling 911.)

Information submitted to the Safety Tipline Online 

Prevention (STOP) Tipline is reviewed immediately by

DCPS administrators who are trained in appropriate 

follow-up procedures.

To submit a report — Go to www.dcps.org or any DCPS

school website and click on the STOP logo in the upper

right corner of the page; or click HERE to go directly to

the reporting page. 

DCPS Board of Education

to host Listen and Learn
The Daviess County Public

Schools Board of Education will

host a “Listen and Learn” session

starting at 6 p.m. Thursday, 

March 30, at Tamarack 

Elementary School.

Staff, parents, students and 

members of the community are

invited to attend and share 

suggestions or comments about

any areas of interest or concern.

Specific questions the school board will ask are:

n What does DCPS do well?

n What needs to improve or change?

n What can the school board do to address these needs?

Board of Education members Mike Clark, Dr. Tom

Payne, Frank Riney, Dale Stewart and Todd Anderson

will be in attendance, along with Superintendent Owens

Saylor.

http://www.kycss.org/stop/stop.php?district=Daviess.County.School.District
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/1102#sthash.eLiG2IpM.dpbs


Tamarack to host Camp Invention
DCPS staff discount available for kids’ summer learning experience

Tamarack Elementary School will

host Camp Invention, a weeklong

summer learning experience,

open to all children who will be

enrolled in kindergarten through

grade 6 during the upcoming

2017-18 school year. 

The camp is NOT limited to 

students attending Daviess

County Public Schools, so spread

the word to family and friends in

neighboring districts! 

Camp Invention is scheduled

from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday

through Friday, June 5-9, at the school, which is located at

1733 Tamarack Road. Free lunches will be provided

through the DCPS Summer Feeding Program. Hands-on

activities, as described on the campinvention.org 

website, are as follows:

Duct Tape Billionaire

We’re looking for a risk-taking, duct-taping dynamo to

start the next big accessory business! Your child will 

experience invention with a twist in Duct Tape Billionaire.

Children can choose to explore their imaginations and 

invent from scratch, or they can select a basic design to

make their own. Kids will explore patents, hear how to

launch a business, and present their products to mock 

investors.

Mission: Space Makers

This mission takes your child out of this world to locate

and prepare a new planet for human habitation. Mission

Control sends teams challenges to design inventions that

transform the atmosphere, terrain and ecosystem of an 

exoplanet. Kids will set up a

Space Lab to hatch eggs and

grow crystal trees; and will take

on the jobs of tomorrow and 

explore beyond our galaxy.

Have A Blast

Your child will fling, fly and float

through high-energy air battles

while using physics to boost their

advantage. Children will engineer

a variety of working tools, 

including “snowball” throwers, 

a giant air cannon and more.

Everyone builds their own 

high-tech Bubble Blaster with

flashing lights to take home. This summer, kids are invited

to Have A Blast that will last a lifetime.

Operation Keep Out

A young inventor’s dream come true, children create the

ultimate Spy Gadget Alarm Box to keep treasures secure.

First, they must decode a note written in invisible ink, take

apart worn out electronics and then wire their own unique

Alarm Box. The objective in Operation Keep Out is to 

become an electrical engineering super spy!

Cost is $225 per child. For more information or to 

register, visit campinvention.org or call 800-968-4332.

Click HERE to view informational flyer. 

DCPS staff members (all sites) are invited to take 

advantage of a $30 discount by entering the promo code

“host” when registering. 

The camp will be directed by Patrice Moss, a fourth-grade

teacher at TES. For more information, contact her at 

270-852-7550 or patrice.moss@daviess.kyschools.us

Ever wonder whom to contact at Central Office, the

Learning Center, Transportation or Maintenance

about a specific responsibility or with a question?

Check out this helpful directory at www.dcps.org

— Click on the STAFF tab, then select “Black

Book” to find out “Who Does What” ... or just click

HERE to view or download the document. 

The Black Book section also includes fast ’n’ easy

access to commonly requested information and

forms, so spend a few minutes familiarizing 

yourself with what is available on this page. 

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/BB%20-%20Black%20Book%202016-17/WhoDoesWhat-11-2016.pdf?id=32709
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/BB%20-%20Black%20Book%202016-17/WhoDoesWhat-11-2016.pdf?id=32709
http://campinvention.org/
http://campinvention.org/
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/Camp%20Invention%20-%20staff%20discount%20flyer.pdf?id=34468


DCPSedcamp 2017 is March 18! Registration is taking place now;

click HERE to reserve your spot today! Or just show up that day!

Not familiar with edcamp? That’s okay too! Watch this VIDEO to

find out what all the talk is about! 

Want to experience real innovation in professional learning?

Learn about what YOU want to learn about from teachers who

are currently doing it! Mark your calendar and make plans today

to be part of the Daviess County Public Schools district’s edcamp

— unconference-style, participant-driven learning for teachers,

administrators and preservice teachers. The camp will take place

from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, March 18, at Daviess County

Middle School ... and it’s FREE! (Lunch is on your own.)

There is no agenda; nothing is “set” in advance. However, it

would be helpful for the event organizers if you can sign up by

March 15; feel free also let us know ahead of time what topics

are on your mind. 

Here’s how it works: The day begins with an invitation for 

everyone to share ideas about what they want to talk or learn

about. After all the ideas are gathered, the group will vote about

which topics they are most interested in, and that sets the agenda

for the day. 

The event is being coordinated by Ginger Estes, language arts

teacher at Daviess County Middle School;  Erin McCormick, a

fifth-grade teacher at Highland Elementary School; and Kendra

Bronsink, instructional coach at Apollo High School. 

“We would love for our colleagues to come together and have the

regenerative conversations that fuel us and keep us going this

time of year,” Kendra said. “This event will provide time and

space for educators to get together and brainstorm and 

converse about the things near and dear to their classrooms and

teaching hearts.”

The theme for this event is the Butterfly Effect, focusing on how

educators can have huge impacts in the classroom with students

and with other teacher leaders.

For more information, contact the event organizers listed above. 

dcps
DCPSedcamp 2017

What’s Your Impact?

https://docs.google.com/a/daviess.kyschools.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-pHK5zyTp8OnefhlGtw7WdzVtU7RS__jKLyiYfHXqbmtfiQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7DwCI7j0Bg


Thank You, Community Partners!

DCHS presents Spring Musical ‘Oklahoma!’
The Daviess County High School will perform “Oklahoma!” in the DCHS 

Performing Arts auditorium. Showtimes are at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday,

March 17-18; and at 2 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, March 18-19. Tickets are

$15 for adults and $8 for students and will be sold at the door.

The classic musical by Rodgers and Hammerstein tells the story of cowboy

Curly McLain and his romance with farm girl Laurey Williams. There's a box

social coming up, and Curly asks Laurey if she'll be his date. Trouble is, 

Laurey thinks he’s waited too long, so to make him jealous, she accepts an

offer from the boorish Jud instead. Meanwhile, Laurey’s friend Ado Annie is

also torn between two men: A cowboy named Will and a foreign peddler, 

Ali Hakim. Both women struggle to know their own hearts before it’s too late.

This musical comedy is packed with exciting dance numbers and many 

memorable songs, including “Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin’,” “People Will

Say We’re in Love,” “Oklahoma!” and “The Surrey with the Fringe on Top.”

Director Candy Miller said the spring musical will appeal to audience 

members of all ages. “These students have worked extremely hard,” she said.

“The talent in this show is amazing!”

Everyone is encouraged to attend and support our arts programs!

The Junior League of 

Owensboro presented a 

community impact grant of

$10,000 to the Backpack

Feeding Program, which 

provides simple, easy-to-

prepare food each Friday 

afternoon to students who

might otherwise not have 

access to nutritious meals

over the weekend. This grant,

presented to Family Resource/

Youth Services coordinators

on March 2, will provide this

service for 289 children at 12

schools in the Daviess County

and Owensboro public

schools districts. 
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